




 
July 13, 2023 
 
Honorable Greg Gianforte and Honorable Kristen Juras 
Attn:  Hannah Slusser 
Governor’s Office 
PO Box 200801 
Helena, MT  59620 
 
Dear Governor Gianforte and Lt. Governor Juras: 
 
Warm greetings! 
 
I am happily writing in support of Ms. Morgan Weber for the important position of Workers’ 
Compensation Judge.  In my view, she has the right knowledge, experience, and temperament to be an 
excellent selection, and I hope you will interview Morgan to gain a clear understanding of what she 
would bring to this position that would prove beneficial and fair to the workers compensation system 
and process. 
 
Because Morgan has been working extensively on workers’ compensation cases as an attorney for more 
than 10 years, she has much needed expertise that will allow her to sift through evidence and testimony 
in an objective, unbiased, analytical, and timely manner before deciding cases.  Plus, her youthful age 
provides the benefit of potential longevity, which is important for decisional consistency and continuity 
over time. 
 
My connection to Morgan is personal.  She is the daughter of a close friend from college, which allows 
me to vouch for her character and the high-quality upbringing that her outstanding parents have 
provided her.  The Weber family has operated a ranch/farm operation near Corvallis as long as I have 
known them, and Brien and Gayle represent and have lived the traditional Montana values and work 
ethic that we cherish and honor.  The times that I have visited with Morgan, including in the Capitol, 
have convinced me that she clearly has embraced those strong values of her parents, and she has grown 
into a very impressive, accomplished person and attorney. 
 
Without reservation, I believe that Morgan Weber would be an outstanding Workers’ Compensation 
Judge, and I recommend her appointment to that position.  Please feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, and I hope all is well with both of you and your families. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mike Foster 
2441 Arabian Avenue 
Bozeman, MT  59718 
406-855-6153 











07/19/23 

 

Governor Greg Gianforte 
Atn: Hannah Slusser 
Governor’s Office 
PO Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
 

Dear Governor Gianforte, 

I am wri�ng this leter in support of the nomina�on of Morgan Weber for the posi�on of 
workers’ compensa�on judge.  

I have spent the en�rety of my career in the field of workers’ compensa�on claims 
management, now entering my 29th year.  During that �me, I have had the opportunity to work 
with nearly every atorney in the state involved in the prac�ce of workers’ compensa�on, both 
plain�ff and defense.  

Morgan possesses the very best atributes of every single one of these, all of which, and in 
combina�on, makes her such a great candidate for the posi�on.   

I began assigning Morgan on defense of my cases shortly a�er her start with Browning, 
Kaleczyc, Berry, and Hoven. Beyond that, I assigned nearly all my cases her direc�on given her 
excellent knowledge, hard work, and ability to bring final resolu�on to cases seeming nearly 
unresolvable.   

What I have always appreciated about working with Morgan is her ability to assess a situa�on, 
get a plan and strategy in place, work hard to get all the pieces put together to implement that 
plan, and using this wonderful sense of compromise, calm demeaner, and people skills to 
resolve the issues.   

During my years of working with Morgan we only had one case that ended up going as far as 
trial together. This, in and of itself, is in going with her ability to get maters resolved.  I sat 
through that trial with her, which she ended up prevailing on, and was just so impressed with 
her knowledge of all case law and subject mater, her communica�on skills in arguing our case, 
and a level of preparedness, which I believe in the judge’s mind set our case well above and 
beyond the case put together by the plain�ff’s counsel.  

Over my 29 years of work in workers’ compensa�on, I have had the opportunity to set in front 
of every Workers’ Compensa�on judge going back to Judge McCarter, and knowing, and having 
worked with Morgan, can atest that she is the best candidate for this posi�on.  She has such an 
incredible knack for being able to see both sides of every issue, communicates her posi�on 
extremely effec�vely, and works very hard to make sure every case is in order.  There is really a 



great sense of admira�on for Morgan from most every atorney throughout the state.  She truly 
possesses everything necessary to be successful in this workers’ compensa�on judge posi�on.  

In summary, I just strongly recommend and encourage your selec�on of Morgan for Montana’s 
next workers’ compensa�on judge.   

Please do not hesitate to reach out with any ques�ons.  

Sincerely, 

 

Gary Schild  

 

Gary Schild, AIC CPCU  

406-370-8714 

 

 





 

 

  

July 23, 2023 

 
Honorable Greg Gianforte and Honorable Kristen Juras 

Attn:  Hannah Slusser 
Governor’s Office 
PO Box 200801 
Helena, MT  59620 
 
 
Dear Governor Gianforte and Lt. Governor Juras, 
 

The Montana Chamber of Commerce is the state’s largest business advocacy 

organization, representing business sectors that include agriculture, natural resources, 

manufacturing, and technology.  The individual companies that comprise our 

membership are diverse as well, including sole proprietors to publicly traded companies. 

Improving Montana’s business climate is one of the Montana Chamber’s core pillars 

under our business-led strategic plan.  Work comp issues are consistently identified as 

a significant challenge in Montana’s business climate and affect every sector and size of 

business in Montana.   

A competent and seasoned legal expert in work comp issues to serve as the next work 

comp judge is a critical step in improving Montana’s business climate as it relates to 

workers compensation.   

Morgan Weber has an extensive background focused entirely on workers compensation 

claims and has seen a wide array of complicated claims affecting businesses bottom 

line.  Morgan’s experience and deep legal understanding of work comp, its importance 

to injured workers and it’s cost to Montana businesses, presents a unique opportunity to 

create generational improvement to Montana’s workers compensation system.   

Morgan Weber’s career experience in workers’ compensation cases, makes her 

uniquely qualified to serve as the Workers’ Compensation Judge and provide an 

opportunity to protect injured workers, while recognizing the cost and implications to 

Montana business.   

Best regards, 

 

 

Todd O’Hair, President and CEO 

Montana Chamber of Commerce 



July 26, 2023 

 

Governor Greg Gianforte 

Atn: Hannah Slusser 

Governor’s office 

PO BOX 200801 

Helena MT 59620 

 

Dear Governor Gianforte: 

 

I am wri�ng in support of the applica�on of Morgan Weber for the posi�on of Workers’ Compensa�on 
Court judge.  I provide this input as a private ci�zen with extensive experience, having been involved 
with the workers’ compensa�on system for approximately 33 years.  My input does not represent any 
specific employer I have worked for in the past, or work for currently and this input is solely my own. 

I have worked closely with Morgan Weber for the last 5 years.  I have found her to be highly 
knowledgeable within the complex and unique legal field of workers’ compensa�on.  Her directly related 
experience having worked extensively within the workers’ system in Montana will be a benefit and keep 
it func�oning efficiently and effec�vely.  In my experience, Morgan does and excellent job of listening to 
all aspects of claim facts and has been willing to iden�fy and provide clear guidance, even when 
occasionally that guidance may be to point out weaknesses of a posi�on or strengths of opposing 
posi�ons.  It is this ability to accurately view all angles of a legal situa�on that I believe will benefit the 
en�re workers’ compensa�on system in Montana.   

The Workers’ Compensa�on Court and decisions provide guideposts for the various stakeholders to 
operate within.  I firmly believe Morgan possesses the ability to see all points of view and evaluate cases 
on their merits without a predisposed perspec�ve.  Simply put, she is the best qualified candidate and I 
strongly support her as the next Workers’ Compensa�on Court judge. 

Please feel free to contact with any ques�ons. 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin J. Bartsch 

6025 Greenfield Loop 

Helena MT 59602 

(406) 475-5069 







July 28, 2023 

Honorable Greg Gianforte  

Attn: Hannah Slusser 

Governor’s Office 

PO Box 200801 

Helena, MT 59620 

 

Dear Governor Gianforte: 

 

I am writing this letter is support of Morgan Weber for the position of workers’ 

compensation judge. I have over 25 years of workers’ compensation experience 

and prior to my retirement, I had the opportunity to work with Morgan for more 

than 10 years.  

 

Morgan has the respect of all the workers’ compensation specialists in the state. 

Morgan has always demonstrated a strong work ethic and possesses the right 

knowledge, experience, communication skills and character to be an excellent 

workers’ compensation judge.  

 

The area of workers’ compensation is unique to other areas of the law. It has its 

own statutes, rules and case law. Morgan has the expertise that will allow her to 

review evidence and testimony in an objective, unbiased, analytical, and timely 

manner before deciding cases. Morgan’s calm demeanor and her ability to see both 

sides of an issue are traits that will serve her and the citizens of Montana well as 

the workers’ compensation judge. 

 

I highly recommend your selection of Morgan for Montana’s next workers’ 

compensation judge. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gary Holt 

406-273-9199 



Philip A. Leonardi 

251 S Crest Ave 

Hamilton, MT  59840 

 

July 20, 2023 

 

Governor Greg Gianforte 

Attn:  Hannah Slusser 

Governor’s Office 

PO Box 200801 

Helena, MT 59620 

 

Dear Gov. Gianforte: 

 

Please accept this testimony in support of the application of Morgan Weber as worker’s 

compensation judge for Montana.  As I enter my 32nd year as a public educator, I have witnessed 

Morgan’s progression from childhood through a successful professional career as an adult.  You 

will find her to proudly represent her family, community, and Montana while exhibiting the 

highest of ethical standards.  The name “Weber” means something special in our neck of the 

woods. 

 

Morgan is part of a family with deep roots here in the Bitterroot dating back to 1907.  The family 

has been well-known for hard work and fair-mindedness. Morgan, her father, and grandfather are 

graduates of Corvallis High School.  A legacy of academic and athletic dedication without the 

“look at me” attitude that is often found in small towns.  The family is recognized for their 

ability to listen more than they talk and get things done without expecting recognition.  Morgan 

is cast from that same mold. 

 

It is not hard to image that I had Morgan a student so many years ago and that she has become 

the consummate professional.  Her academic skills were apparent, but it was her demeanor and 

maturity that were well beyond her age.  She still exhibits a determined calmness that is rarely 

seen.  Morgan has been a life-long learner that can consume huge amounts of information and 

readily relate it to other circumstances and situations.  These critical thinking skills are part of a 

larger equation where Morgan has a well-balanced empathy as someone who understands 

emotions and feelings. 

 

Juris prudence is not some form of artificial intelligence – an all-knowing algorithm.  The type of 

person required possesses great knowledge, determination, and appropriate feelings for the work 

at hand.  Have I not just described Morgan Weber?  In her we see the very best of ourselves.  

Hence, it is without reservation that I recommend Morgan for the position of worker’s 

compensation judge for Montana. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Philip A. Leonardi 











July 28, 2023 

 
 
Governor Greg Gianfore 
Atn: Hannah Slusser 
Governor’s Office 
PO BOX 2008013 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
Re: Recommenda�on for Morgan Weber 
 
 
Dear Governor Gianforte, 
 
I would like to express my sincere support for Morgan Weber for the posi�on of Judge of the Workers’ 
Compensa�on Court.  
 
I have only been in the Workers’ Compensa�on industry for 5 years, but in this �me have experienced 
the privilege to learn from a variety of mentors. As a Claims Examiner, I look to defense counsel as a 
guide to interpre�ng the law and assis�ng in resolving disputes. I had the good fortune of assigning 
Morgan to several of my claims in the past and I cannot tell you enough how much of a wave of calmness 
I remember Morgan bringing to our conversa�ons.  
 
In situa�ons that I felt were unbelievably tough and overwhelming, Morgan brought a high level of 
exper�se, empathy, and sound advice. She views issues from all angles and works diligently for her 
clients. Her calm demeanor and professionalism will make her an excellent Judge.  While the Claims 
Examiners she works with will sorely miss working with her as defense counsel, I absolutely know the 
Workers’ Compensa�on Court would be in good hands.  
 
Thank you for your considera�on, 
 
 
 
Stefanie Menjivar 
MT Claims Examiner 









August 4, 2023 
 
 
Governor Greg Gianforte 
Atn: Hannah Slusser 
Governor’s Offic 
PO Box 200801 
Helena, MT  59620 
nominatejudges@mt.gov 
  
Dear Governor Gianforte:  
 
I am wri�ng this leter to recommend Mogan Weber for the posi�on of Montana Workers’ 
Compensa�on Judge.  As a lifelong Montanan, a family supported by small business, and a former 
Workers’ Compensa�on claims adjuster, I understand the need for a fair and impar�al judge in our 
Workers’ Compensa�on system. 
 
Ms. Weber has an impressive legal background, with over a decade of experience in Workers’ 
Compensa�on. Her track record of success for Montana’s small businesses, combined with her 
dedica�on to upholding the principles of fairness and equality, make her an excellent candidate for the 
role of judge.  
 
Throughout her career, Ms. Weber has demonstrated excep�onal legal acumen and a thorough 
understanding of the complexi�es of law. Her ability to approach cases with analy�cal precision and 
impar�ality has earned the respect of her peers and clients alike.  
 
As the spouse of a small business owner, I understand the importance of having judges who comprehend 
the challenges faced by entrepreneurs and individuals within our community. I believe that Ms. Weber’s 
legal decisions will make her an effec�ve and just judge.  
 
In conclusion I recommend Ms. Weber as a strong candidate for the role of Judge in our Workers’ 
Compensa�on system. Her legal knowledge and dedica�on to jus�ce make her a well-rounded and 
qualified individual for this esteemed posi�on.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Leah Gooley 
11494 Stella Blue 
Lolo, MT  59847 
leah.gooley@gmail.com 
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