




 
April 13, 2023 

 
State of Montana 
Atn:  Hannah Slusser 
Governor’s Office 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
Via Email 
 
 Re:  Thirteenth Judicial District Vacancy  
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
 I write in support of Michelle Sullivan’s applica�on for the judicial vacancy that will result from 
the re�rement of Judge Moses in Yellowstone County.  I have had the honor of prac�cing with Michelle 
throughout my en�re legal career.  When I worked at Holland & Hart LLP as an associate for seven years, 
Michelle was my colleague.  She was also an excep�onal mentor.  Six years ago, Michelle and I both le� 
that firm to start our own prac�ce, Sullivan Miller Law PLLC.  Although I am distressed at the thought of 
losing her as my law partner, I cannot imagine a lawyer more suited to be a judge.    
 
 During my first years prac�cing, Michelle was always available to help when I struggled with 
research, with prac�cal applica�on of rules, and with naviga�ng big firm culture.  If I needed advice, she 
made �me for me.  I saw her do the same with other young associates, paralegals, and legal assistants.  
She has always respected others in the workplace, and she shows the same respect to opposing counsel.  
Basic decency and kindness are o�en overlooked in this profession.  Even in our more difficult cases, 
Michelle has never abandoned those values.  
 
 Michelle is also a s�ckler for the rules.  If there is an obscure statute or rule of civil procedure 
that governs something, then Michelle usually knows it.  I cannot count how many �mes I’ve come to 
her with a vague no�on of rule that I’m certain should exist, only to have her inform me that it does exist 
and where it can be found.  More importantly, if the Montana Cons�tu�on, statutes, or rules do not 
support an argument, then she is honest in her assessment.  Michelle is not afraid to have hard 
conversa�ons with clients when she does not believe a posi�on is legally viable.  She is a woman of 
strong integrity, and I truly believe that her personality is well suited to the judiciary.  I would con�nue, 
but I will only hate myself later for facilita�ng her departure from my firm if she gets the appointment.  
Yellowstone County would be fortunate to have her as a district court judge, and I strongly support her 
applica�on.   
 

Sincerely,  

 
Adrian A. Miller 

Sullivan Miller Law PLLC 



April 12, 2023

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to express my profound support for Michelle Sullivan in her run for the Thirteenth

Judicial District Judgeship opening.

I have known Ms.Sullivan for only two years, but in that amount of time I have developed the

utmost admiration and respect for her. I think she is incredibly intelligent not only in her

knowledge pertaining to legal issues, but also in regards to her common sense approach to

justice. I feel that Ms. Sullivan always looks at the bigger picture and understands how to

eloquently guide people through what could possibly be the most difficult time of their lives.

Court proceedings can be overwhelming and stressful for anyone; especially people unfamiliar

with the protocol of court. Ms. Sullian has been my source of assurance and support throughout

the entire realm of emotions that legal proceedings will generate. I have entrusted her to

represent me which she has done fairly and effectively.

Given the opportunity, I know Ms. Sullivan would not only be an asset to this community, but to

the justice system as a whole.

Sincerely,

Mikel Cochran





From: Andy Patten
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Consideration of Michelle Sullivan
Date: Saturday, April 15, 2023 11:35:12 AM

I advocate the appointment of Michelle Sullivan as district judge in the Thirteenth Judicial District. 
My experience with Ms. Sullivan is that she is a hard worker, knows the law, civil and professional.  I
think she is well prepared to be a district judge and once on the bench Ms. Sullivan will conduct
herself with appropriate judicial demeanor.
 
J. A. Patten
 
James A. Patten

2817 2nd Avenue North, Suite 300
PO Box 1239
Billings, MT  59103
T:  406.252.8500
F:  406.294.9500
E:  apatten@ppbglaw.com
 

mailto:APatten@ppbglaw.com
mailto:NominateJudges@mt.gov




April 14, 2023 

BY EMAIL 

State of Montana 
Attn: Hannah Slusser 
Governor’s Office 
P.O. 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
nominatejudges@mt.gov 
 
 Re: Letter of Support – Michelle Sullivan 
 
To Whom It May Concern:   
 
 I write in strong support of Michelle Sullivan’s application for the judicial vacancy in 
Yellowstone County.   
 

I have looked up to Michelle as my mentor for the past several years. She consistently 
makes space for me to ask questions regarding legal research, application of rules, and 
interpretations of case law. I have observed her respectful nature in hard and uncomfortable 
situations and seen her be a level-headed and fearless advocate for her clients.  
 
 Michelle is not only a talented, sharp attorney, but also a genuine and kind person. She 
listens to those around her and has a great sense of humor. Michelle’s personality in combination 
with her legal expertise makes her very well suited to serve as a district court judge.  
 
 When I think about the person I want to strive to be, I think of the strong women in my 
life. Michelle is one of those strong women. I have no doubt she will make a wonderful judge for 
the community of Yellowstone County.  
 
 Thank you for your consideration of my letter of support.  
 
     Sincerely,  
 
 
 
     Anna M. Reed 

 



From: Peggy Christensen
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Nomination Letter on behalf of Michelle M. Sullivan
Date: Thursday, April 13, 2023 5:44:43 PM

To:  Governor Greg Gianforte,

Please accept this letter as my nomination in support of Michelle M. Sullivan as District Court
Judge, 13th Judicial District, Billings Montana. 

My name is Peggy Christensen, I live and work in Yellowstone County in the capacity of
Court Appointed Guardian & Conservator. 

I have had the pleasure of working with and being represented by Michelle Sullivan.  

I am confident in her ability to be honest, impartial, transparent, knowledgeable and
discerning with whatever situation would come her way on the bench.

Our community would be a richer one with her addition to the Justice system in this capacity.

Thank you for reading this email and carefully considering this information.

Peggy Christensen

mailto:decor8skip@gmail.com
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From: Janet Walker
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Michelle Sullivan
Date: Wednesday, April 26, 2023 10:22:03 AM

Attention:  Hannah Slusser,

I employed Michelle Sullivan to represent me in a lawsuit filed against me by my twin sister Bonnie Ballou
in 2014.   We ended up in district court and after 8 years of litigation, and two supreme court litigations,
Michelle Sullivan was successful in saving my share of my parents ranch from 1 dollar to 1.42 million. 
Ms. Sullivan was very thorough and was essential in saving not only my share of the family ranch but my
families future.  After several consultations and meetings with Ms. Sullivan, I would highly recommend her
for the position which she is seeking.  I feel she is extremely qualified for the position.

Sincerely,

William Walker

mailto:pook5451@yahoo.com
mailto:NominateJudges@mt.gov
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April 25, 2023 
 
 
Governor’s Office of the State of Montana 
PO BOX 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
Attn: Hannah Slusser 
 
 
 
Re: Letter of Support For Michelle Sullivan – Thirteenth Judicial District (Yellowstone Co) 
   
 
 
Dear Ms. Slusser: 
 
 
Please accept this letter of support for Michelle Sullivan for appointment to fill the vacancy in the 
Thirteenth Judicial District – Yellowstone County. 
 
I have worked with Ms. Sullivan as counsel on numerous occasions. Her professional performance 
and ethics on the matters that we worked on together were consistently at or above expectations. I 
encourage the appointment of Ms. Sullivan. 
 
Thank you for accepting this letter of support of Ms. Sullivan.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Michael J. Marsh, RPA, CPIA, CIA, CIU 
President 
Midland Claims Service, Inc. 
Industrial Injury Claims® 

http://www.midlandclaims.com/








From: Elizabeth A. Nedrow
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Michelle Sullivan
Date: Friday, April 28, 2023 9:54:11 AM
Attachments: image001.png

I am writing to convey my enthusiastic support for Michelle Sullivan, candidate for the vacancy for
judge of the Thirteenth Judicial District (Yellowstone County).  I practiced law with Michelle for
many years and have known her personally for more than that. She is brilliant, fair, patient, and
kind. She also has deep roots in eastern Montana and will approach the job with a public service
mentality.
 
Best regards,
Beth
 

[hollandhart.com]

Beth Nedrow
Partner
H O L L A N D  &  H A R T  L L P  [ h o l l a n d h a r t . c o m ]
401 North 31st Street, Suite 1500, Billings, MT 59101

enedrow@hollandhart.com | T: (406) 896-4635   |   M: (406) 690-9353

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is confidential and may be privileged. If you believe that this email has been sent to you in error, please reply to the
sender that you received the message in error; then please delete this email.
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From: rlorenz@ejguzalaw.com
To: NominateJudges
Cc: "Edward J. Guza"
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Michelle Sullivan
Date: Monday, May 1, 2023 4:27:13 PM

Ms. Slusser,
 
Edward J. Guza and Ryan Lorenz of E.J. Guza & Associates in Bozeman, Montana recommend that
you appoint Michelle Sullivan to the vacant position in the Thirteenth Judicial District Court. We have
had the privilege of working with Ms. Sullivan and find her to be hard-working, diligent, and honest
in her work as a lawyer. These qualities are essential to being a good judge and we think the citizens
of Yellowstone County would be lucky to have Ms. Sullivan join the bench.
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
 
Thank you,
 
Edward J. Guza
Ryan Lorenz
25 Apex Dr. #A
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 586-2228

 
                  Associate Attorney
                   www.ejguzalaw.com [ejguzalaw.com]
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED.  CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail may contain confidential
information that is legally privileged.  Do not read this e-mail if you are not the intended recipient. 
This e-mail transmission, and any documents, files, or previous e-mail messages attached to it may
contain confidential information that is legally privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient, or a
person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosures, copying, distribution or use of any of the information contained in or attached to this
transmission is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please
immediately notify us by reply e-mail or by telephone at (406) 586-2228 and destroy the original
transmission and its attachments without reading or saving in any manner.  Thank you.
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State of Montana  VIA EMAIL 

Attn: Hannah Slusser 

Governor’s Office 

P.O. Box 200801 

Helena, MT 59620 

 

 Re: Michelle M. Sullivan Letter of Recommendation 

 

Dear Ms. Slusser: 

 

 I am writing in support of Michelle M. Sullivan in her application to fill the imminent vacancy in 

the Thirteenth Judicial District Court with the retirement of the Honorable Michael G. Moses. 

 

 I have had the opportunity to work extensively with Michelle for approximately the last 10 years.  

The types of matters have included estate/trust administration, guardianship/conservatorship, real estate 

and business disputes.  In those matters, I have most often co-counseled with Michelle but on occasion 

she has been a court appointed fiduciary whose obligations and decisions may or may not be aligned 

with my client’s preferred outcome. 

 

 Michelle’s demeanor is the type that I appreciate in a district court judge.  The first hope and 

expectation is that parties and legal counsel can resolve matters in good faith.  If that fails, Michelle will 

be ready, willing and able to make a firm decision that objectively applies law to facts. 

 

 In addition to co-counseling with Michelle, I have referred numerous matters to Michelle.  

Michelle has never been interested in a perspective client’s politics.  Michelle is interested only whether 

the client has a legitimate legal need and whether the law provides that client with recourse. 

 

 With no disrespect intended to the other important types of law being practiced on a daily basis, 

we need more jurists that have Michelle’s civil defense, probate/trust and transactional background.  

Frankly, Michelle’s type of experience is badly needed at both the district court and Montana Supreme 

Court level.    

 

 Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

       Andrew T. Billstein 



 
 

John J. Russell 

Michael P. Heringer 

Guy W. Rogers 
Scott G. Gratton 

Kelly J.C. Gallinger* 

Jeffrey T. McAllister 
Jon A. Wilson 

Seth A. Cunningham 

Shane A. MacIntyre 
Adam M. Shaw 

Christine M. Cole 

Brett C. Jensen* 
 

Catrina A. Clausen 

 
 

 

 
Retired    

Rockwood Brown 

John Walker Ross 
Margy Bonner 

 

Of Counsel 
Robert L. Sterup 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

*also licensed in North 

Dakota 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
315 N. 24th Street | PO Drawer 849 | Billings, Montana 59103-0849 
Phone: 406.248.2611 | Fax: 406.248.3128 

Robert L. Sterup 

rsterup@brownfirm.com 

 

 

 

May 1, 2023 

 

Via e-mail 
 nominatejudges@mt.gov 

 

Re:   Michelle Sullivan 

 

 To Whom It May Concern: 

 

    I write to highly recommend Michelle Sullivan for District Court 

Judge.  I worked with Michelle for a number of years on highly complex 

commercial litigation.  Michelle is competent, diligent, professional, and very 

well suited to a Judgeship, with a track record of the highest ethical standards.  

She boasts the intellectual and personal demeanor that would make her 

extremely well-suited to the task.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s Robert L. Sterup 

 

Robert L. Sterup 

 

 

  

mailto:nominatejudges@mt.gov






From: Christopher Morris
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Application of Michelle Sullivan
Date: Thursday, May 4, 2023 1:24:15 PM

Members of the Judicial Nomination Committee:

I submit this information in strong support of Michelle Sullivan to replace the Honorable Michael Moses in the
Thirteenth Judicial District. She truly is one of the smartest people I have ever met and will translate that knowledge
into a well rounded judge. We first crossed paths in 1998 when she was the teaching assistant for my contracts class
in law school. We have remained friends ever since.

I believe she will bring an unbiased approach to the bench where she will decide the case based upon the law and
not the politics of the day. If she were to personally disagree with a rule of law, she would still follow it.

Over the last 25 years we have kept in regular professional and personal contact. I have seen how she conducts
herself with others and that is only at the highest level of professionalism.

Thank you,
Christopher A. Morris
Chief Deputy County Attorney
Yellowstone County

mailto:eldowhisto@yahoo.com
mailto:NominateJudges@mt.gov


From: Ariel Overstreet-Adkins
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Michelle Sullivan - letter of support
Date: Thursday, May 4, 2023 9:21:02 AM

Governor Gianforte,
 
I am writing in enthusiastic support of Michelle Sullivan to fill the vacancy in the Thirteenth Judicial
District (Yellowstone County). I have been opposing counsel and co-counsel with Michelle in several
cases. I find her to be level-headed, even keeled, and practical. She is highly intelligent and diligent.
She has excellent court-room presence and is a skilled legal writer. Michelle seems to relish putting
the puzzle pieces together in contested matters. She has been generous with her time and
knowledge when I have asked to run something by her as a solo attorney. These are all attributes
that will make Michelle an excellent judge. I am certain she will be an asset to the judiciary and to
Yellowstone County if selected to serve as District Court Judge.
 
Ariel Overstreet-Adkins
Attorney/Owner
BLUEBIRD LAW
100 N 27th St., Ste 350
PO Box 1798
Billings, MT 59103
(406) 206-5959
ariel.adkins@bluebirdlawmt.com
http://bluebirdlawmt.com/ [bluebirdlawmt.com]
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From: Elizabeth Varela
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Nomination for Michelle Sullivan for 13th Judicial District Court Judge
Date: Thursday, May 4, 2023 9:48:31 AM

To Whom It May Concern:
 
Please accept this e-mail as my strongest recommendation and nomination that you appoint
Michelle Sullivan for the vacant judge position in Yellowstone County District Court. I have known
Michelle Sullivan for several years. I have worked with her on two intense and complex cases.
Michelle is extremely smart, thoughtful, and professional. Michelle is a practical problem solver. She
is an excellent lawyer and will make an even better judge. She is fair and will follow the law to a “T.”
Ms. Sullivan will not create her own version of the law from the bench; she will interpret and apply
the law as the law is intended to be applied.
 
Finally, Ms. Sullivan is a great human being who cares about her clients, colleagues, and even
opponents. She treats people fairly and with respect. Michelle is extremely qualified. Please appoint
her.
 
If you have questions or need more information about Ms. Sullivan, please do not hesitate to contact
me.
 
Thank you
 
Liz Varela
 
 

Elizabeth M. Varela
VARELA LAW FIRM PLLC
401 North 24th Street
Billings, Montana 59101
Phone: (406) 534-4872
 

The preceding email message and any attachments are for the sole use of the intended recipient(s),  may
be confidential, and may be protected by the attorney-client privilege.  If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately.
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From: Robert Engle
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Michelle Sullivan reference
Date: Thursday, May 4, 2023 5:02:49 PM

Good Day,
 
Please accept this letter of recommendation for Michelle Sullivan appointment to the thirteenth
judicial District court. My name is Robert Engle and I taught High School social studies at Forsyth
Public Schools. It was my first year at Forsyth and I was introduced to Michelle Millhollin by a
student in my class. Michelle was enrolled in the second senior Government class. Michelle was
active in a number of class activities. She was in the school plays and Speech and Drama. She was
definitely a leader in the senior class and in the school. In those days teachers applied grades on
grade cards in the teacher lounge. As a new teacher in the school I asked other teachers about
students I had in class and invariably I would ask “what do you think of Michelle Millhollin”. Every
staff member had glowing words to describe Michelle. Dedicated, driven, highly intelligent, a leader
and respectful to classmates and adults. It was not a surprise when she was named Valedictorian of
the senior class.
 
Of course I was happy to learn she was  going to attend the University of Montana, my alma mater,
class of 1977. Is it no surprise that she graduated number one in her law class the second one to do
so from Forsyth. The first was Walter Dean Jr., who graduated number one in the law class of 1937.
She did not stop there. Michelle continued her higher education attending Montana State earning a
MBA degree, and no surprise ranked number one that class as well. Michelle entered into a private
law practice and again is it no surprise she has become a very successful attorney.
 
Michelle is highly qualified for the thirteenth judicial district judge position. With over twenty five
years practicing law she has valuable experience, the type of experience needed for this honored
position in our judicial system.
 
Being a district judge has its challenges and is one of the most important appointment duties of the
governor. There is no doubt that she is up for this challenge and will apply the laws of the state
judiciously and fairly.
 
Respectfully,
 
Robert Engle
Former teacher 39 years in public education
 
 
 

[avg.com]
Virus-free.www.avg.com [avg.com]
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May 5, 2023 
 
State of Montana 
Attn: Hannah Slusser 
Governor’s Office 
PO Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
Via Email  
 
Dear Governor Gianforte and Members of the Advisory Committee, 
 
I am writing to support Michelle Sullivan to be appointed as a district court judge.  She is a superior 
candidate, and very well qualified to serve in the Thirteen Judicial District Court.  
 
I have known Ms. Sullivan for nearly a year and found her to be acutely knowledgeable of the law, 
objective and thoughtful of every aspect as it links to the legal process and judicial system.  
 
Ms. Sullivan views the law and judicial system through an objective and nonbiased lens.  She is the exact 
person we need in this role.  Montana and its citizens will be well served with her timely approval and 
ability to be a fair and knowledge judge.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Jess Peterson  
President/CEO Western Skies Strategies  
J2 Bar Land & Livestock  
 
4030 Thunder Ridge Road 
Billings, MT 59101 
 
406.850.1592   
 

 







 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

(406) 206-6513 tele                                                   2722 3rd Ave. N 
(406) 206-6514 fax  Suite 240 
moira@mmlo.org  Billings, MT 59101 

Moira Murphy Law Office, PC 
A better legal system for you 

 
 

April 24, 2023 
 
 
 
Hannah Slusser 
Governor’s Office 
PO Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
Re:  Letter of Support – Michelle Sullivan 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I write in support of Michelle Sullivan’s application for the upcoming judicial vacancy in the 
Thirteenth Judicial District.  Ms. Sullivan has acted as a medicator in numerous complex divorce 
cases, and she is a consummate professional.  Ms. Sullivan is extremely knowledgeable about 
Montana law and works diligently to get cases settled.  Ms. Sullivan has also been counsel for 
the opposing party on several family law cases, and she is prepared, appropriate, and available.  I 
believe that Ms. Sullivan would make an excellent District Court judge.   
 

Very Truly Yours, 
 

 
 
Moira Murphy 
Attorney at Law 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



GARY RYDER                      
Lawyer                         Telephone:  

P.O. Box 1031                       (406) 855-3978 
                                      Miles City, MT 59301                           E-Mail: 

                                                                                            gryder@rangeweb.net 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
May 8, 2023 
 
State of Montana  
Attn:  Hannah Slusser  
Governor’s Office  
P.O. Box 200801  
Helena, MT 59620  
Via Email 
 
RE:  Submission of Support for the appointment of Michelle Sullivan to The  
  District Judge vacancy in the 13th Judicial District 
 
Dear Hannah: 
 
I wish to submit my support for the appointment of Michelle Sullivan to The District Judge 
vacancy in the 13th Judicial District.  
 
Michelle is a Rosebud County native, educated through the Forsyth Public school system. 
Her hard work and determination led to her being the top of her Law School Class. Anyone 
who has graduated from The University of Montana Law School recognizes the quality of 
work, and determination required to reach that accomplishment.  
 
The City of Colstrip received great assistance from Michelle over the last several years, in 
dealing with the challenges Colstrip has been facing. I am in complete agreement with 
the comments in the other recommendations such as those by Mark Parker about 
Michelle’s personal qualities.  
 
The Judiciary in Yellowstone County faces great challenges, and Michelle is qualified, 
capable, and up to those challenges.  
       Sincerely, 
        

       Gary Ryder      
       Attorney-at-Law/Retired Prosecutor/ 
       Attorney for the City of Colstrip 



        





 May 5, 2023 

 

BY EMAIL 

State of Montana 
Governor’s Office 
Atn: Hannah Slusser 
PO Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
nominatejudges@mt.gov 
 

RE: Judicial Nomina�on Michelle Sullivan, 13th Judicial District 

 

Ms. Slusser and Nomina�ng Commitee Members: 

 

I have had the privilege of knowing and working with Michelle Sullivan throughout the course of our 
life�mes.  Having known her for such a long dura�on, I am not surprised to be wri�ng this leter of 
support as she seeks appointment to the bench. 

Michelle is an incredibly intelligent person who has proven herself throughout the years to be very 
focused, hardworking, reliable, extremely though�ul and always very well prepared. I have seen her 
excel at everything she has put her mind to from a very early age on.  

In addi�on to our �me spent together through our childhood and college years, I have also had the great 
opportunity to work with Michelle on several occasions in her capacity as an atorney. While I served as 
the director of a judicial advocacy non-profit in Billings, Michelle donated pro bono �me to our 
organiza�on providing legal services regarding employment law, contract law and other maters.  

Later when I became a business owner, Michelle was retained and worked on property maters, 
corpora�on maters and personal estate maters for myself and my spouse. On numerous occasions I 
have experienced mee�ng with Michelle regarding a mater on which I had ques�ons, then coming back 
for a second mee�ng to have her present the current case law along with sugges�ons and next steps.  

During my prior 13 years working in the legal field, I had the opportunity to work with many atorneys 
and judges covering a variety of legal cases while also mee�ng a wide variety of personali�es. I have 
spent a significant amount of �me in the courtroom working with individuals who are experiencing the 
worst days of their life. I have seen, first hand, how a client’s mo�va�on to invest themselves in the 
decisions and some�mes the services offered through the court is o�en shaped by their view of the 
judge si�ng on the bench. When taking these factors into considera�on, I am convinced Michelle will 
excel as a judge.  

For all the reasons stated above Michelle is a great atorney, but being a great judge requires having a 
temperament that is suited to the work. Michelle is one of those individuals who possesses a balance in 



her life. She has an incredible intellect and a good sense of humor, is organized in thought and is 
empathe�c and yet she is someone you can expect will be fair and even firm. Throughout our years 
together we have not always seen eye to eye, but she has always been the first person you wanted to 
work alongside and I have never once doubted her honesty.  

This public comment is not meant to serve as a colleague’s review of her past legal work but as the leter 
I hope that will tell you who she is as a person. Michelle is the person you want making the hard 
decisions. She is the one who will elevate those around her and will serve honorably during her �me on 
the bench. 

Thank you for taking the �me to review and consider my remarks.  

 

Sincerely, 

Angela Campbell 
Former prac�cing atorney in Wisconsin 
Owner, Rusty Dog An�ques 
PO Box 861 
Forsyth, MT 59327 



 

 
 

1555 Campus Way, Suite 201 
Billings, MT  59102 
(406) 656-6551 
shane@bmslawmt.com 

May 4, 2023 

 
Governor Greg Gianforte 
Attn: Hannah Slusser 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
 

Via email only: nominatejudges@mt.gov  
 

 
RE: Thirteenth Judicial District Court Vacancy  

 
Dear Governor Gianforte: 

I write to express my support for Michelle Sullivan’s candidacy for appointment to the 
vacant position of District Court Judge of the Thirteenth Judicial District, Yellowstone County. I 
have known Michelle for more than two decades, and I have worked directly with her as a 
colleague much of that time. 

I believe Michelle would make a great judge. She is intelligent, hard-working, and fair. 
She has a well-rounded litigation background that makes her suitable for a judicial role. I trust 
her to make timely decisions based on the facts and the law, and she would do so in a 
professional and courteous manner. Perhaps more importantly, I think Michelle would bring a 
pragmatic approach to resolving everyday issues that compose the bulk of a judge’s workload. 

Yellowstone County would benefit greatly from Michelle’s experience and talents. 

Sincerely, 

 
Shane P. Coleman 
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