








April 17, 2023

State of Montana
Attn: Hannah Slusser
Governor’s Office
P.O. Box 200801
Helena, MT 59620

Re: Recommendation Letter on Behalf of Bradley Kneeland

To Whom It May Concern:

I write today in support of Bradley Kneeland to be appointed as judge in the Thirteenth 
Judicial District, Yellowstone County. My parents started a fire suppression business in Billings 
in 1989. I worked for them for many years before purchasing the company from them in 2009 
and continued their work. Through my work in the fire suppression industry and as a member of 
the Billings community, I value individuals who want to help and protect others. I am tired of 
seeing individuals elected or appointed who are only in it for themselves, who are only looking 
to climb the power ladder. I respect people who fully commit to their current role and focus on 
carrying out the duties they are asked to do. Billings needs a judge that does not let their ego get 
in the way but one that believes they are just like the people they serve. 

Brad is that person. I have seen Brad commit to his positions as public defender, 
prosecutor, and now standing master. He has worked tirelessly for the Billings community in 
these roles. I have no doubt that he would do the same as a district court judge. Brad has 
displayed a high level of common sense, compassion, caring, and understanding. One of Brad’s 
best qualities is his genuine character. He is sincere, does not sugar coat it but tells it like it is, 
and he above all, has integrity.

Sincerely,

Joe Burtell







Office of the Governor 
Of the State of Montana 
Attn: Hannah Slusser  
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
 
 
RE: Letter of Recommendation for Bradley Kneeland 
 13th Judicial District Court Vacancy 
 
 
Dear Governor Gianforte and Commission Members,  
 
I am writing this letter to express my support for Bradley Kneeland to be appointed as the newest 
district court judge for the Thirteenth Judicial District Court vacancy.  
 
I have known Bradley for several years through his work as a defense attorney, law clerk for the 
Honorable Jessica Fehr, as a city prosecutor, and in his current position as a Standing Master. 
 
Bradley’s diverse background and judicial experience make him the ideal candidate to replace 
the Honorable Michael Moses. Bradley has experience in both civil and criminal law (both 
defense and prosecution) in his own legal practice. In addition, he stands miles above the rest of 
the candidates because of his work as a Standing Master. In that position he has presided over 
family law matters and mediated complex dependency cases, arguably some of the most difficult 
areas of law, as well as a variety of other duties unique to a district court judge.  
 
Through all the different roles in his career he has consistently shown competence, 
professionalism, and compassion. These qualities are what I value in a Judge. Bradley’s 
knowledge of the law and familiarity with the courtroom make him the clear standout candidate 
for this position. I believe he has the right temperament, is the most qualified, and is the right 
person to serve the people of Montana as the newest judge for the Thirteenth Judicial District.  
 
As a fellow attorney, community member, friend, and colleague I recommend Bradley Kneeland 
for District Court Judge.    
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
 
Amanda Tiernan  
 









 
KATHLEEN MCQUILLAN 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR 
2501 Montana Avenue , Ste. 6 

Billings, MT 59101 
 (406) 598-1742  kathmcquillan@gmail.com 

 
 
May 3, 2023 
 
RE: Reference letter for 13th Judicial District Court Judge Candidate, Bradley Kneeland 
 
To the Honorable Governor Gianforte: 

I am a licensed private investigator in the State of Montana. I have been assisting criminal defense 
attorneys in the state for over twenty years. 

I first met Bradley Kneeland when he began his legal career with the Office of the Public Defender 
for the State of Montana seven years ago. 

As I got to know Mr. Kneeland, he expressed to me that he wanted to contribute more to the justice 
system and one day hoped to serve in the capacity of a District Court Judge. 

Several years passed and, in that time, he worked as a prosecutor in Billings Municipal Court, a 
law clerk for the Honorable Jessica Fehr in the Thirteenth Judicial District and is currently a 
Standing Master in the Thirteenth Judicial District. 

Mr. Kneeland is clearly the most qualified candidate for the position of District Court Judge. He 
will be able to give everyone that comes before him in his court the respect and fairness they 
deserve due to his diverse background in the justice system. 

I have also had the pleasure of getting to know Bradley on a personal level as well. 

Bradley Kneeland is a fifth generation Montanan born into a family of civil servants. 

He was raised in Eastern Montana and has the common sense, hard work ethic and love of family 
that is shared by all Montanans. 

Mr. Kneeland understands that if he were to become the next District Court Judge for the 
Thirteenth Judicial District, he would be able to continue his family’s legacy of serving their 
communities. 

I highly recommend Attorney Bradley Kneeland to be the next appointment for Yellowstone 
County Thirteenth Judicial District Judge. 

Thank you for your attention in this regard. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen McQuillan 

mailto:kathmcquillan@gmail.com


 





SELVEY LAW FIRM, L.L.C. 
 

L. SANFORD SELVEY, II 
Attorney at Law 

316 N. 33rd St.                Phone: (406) 252-7503 
Billings, MT 59101                    Fax (406) 252-4074 
E-mail: selveylaw@gmail.com 

 

May 4, 2023 

 
 

 
 
Re: Letter of Reference for 13th Judicial District Court 

Judge Candidate Bradley Kneeland 
 
 
To the Honorable Governor Gianforte: 
 
I have been a practicing criminal defense attorney here in Montana for 31 years 
and before that in Tallahassee, Florida for 13 years. 
 
I have had the pleasure of getting to know a very fine candidate for the Thirteenth 
Judicial District Court Judgeship in Yellowstone County, Bradley Kneeland, first 
when he clerked for an absolutely effective and fair District Court Judge Fehr. 
 
Bradley was an exceptional law clerk for the Judge as I saw him in action in Court 
with the presiding Judge.  It was obvious that he had very well assisted Judge 
Fehr to be totally prepared to handle all court matters. 
 
Subsequently, Bradley represented many indigent defendants charged in District 
Court with felony charges; Bradley was dedicated to his clients, always had their 
best interests at heart, and provided effective and competent representation.   
 
Bradley then switched gears and provided exceptionally professional and fair 
representation on behalf of the Billings Municipal Court.   
 
As in Bradley’s style, he was always well prepared in handling his heavy caseload; 
but always reasonable and fair.   
 
Since those days, Bradley has been a very effective, hard-working, dedicated, and 
fair Standing Master handling complex civil cases and in the mix, criminal cases 
regarding bail bonds, attorney appointments, release conditions, etc. 
 
In the long run, I very highly recommend Attorney Bradley Kneeland to be the 
next appointment for Yellowstone County Thirteenth Judicial District Court 
Judge. 
 
Attorney Kneeland is a most qualified, experienced person with an “across the 
board” experience in the legal world. 

mailto:selveylaw@gmail.com
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The citizens of Yellowstone County would greatly benefit from having attorney 
Kneeland as a District Court Judge. 
 
Thank you for your attention in this regard and please feel free to call for any 
further information at (406) 698-4565. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      L. Sanford Selvey, II 
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