












First, I am seeking office as a district court judge to serve my community. During my ten year career 
as an attorney, I have worked entirely in public service, and I want to continue that important work. 
Second, I am seeking office to ensure that everyone-including victims of crime-are treated 
equitably and with respect if they face the daunting task of entering a courtroom. I have witnessed 
firsthand that crime victims are oftentimes forgotten during the criminal justice process. They 
frequently feel that their time engaging with the criminal justice system has left them more powerless 
than they felt beforehand. The same holds true for pro se litigants. I would aim to make my 
courtroom a less daunting arena for all but especially for crime victims and pro se litigants. 

36. What three qualities do you believe to be most important in a good district court judge?
First, I believe the best district court judges possess humility. They are willing to be educated on
issues by parties rather than decide quickly based on their past experiences. They are committed to
lifelong learning by educating themselves on updates to the law and in science.

Second, good district court judges are professional. They treat all parties before them fairly and
without regard for any personal feelings they may have towards a party. They do their job with an
appreciation of ethical rules and effectively manage potential conflicts. They manage their time and
their docket efficiently to ensure each case is heard and that thorough decisions are made in a timely
manner.

Finally, the best district court judges are brave. They have the courage to make unpopular decisions
to ensure that the law is followed. They do so by having the ability to research the law, apply the law
to the facts of the case, and then persuasively communicate their decision either orally or in writing.

37. What is your philosophy regarding the interpretation and application of statutes and the Constitution?
My philosophy is that that the text of the Constitution and statutes should always drive a judge's
interpretation and application of law because judges should not legislate from the bench.

H. MISCELLANEOUS

38. Attach a writing sample authored entirely by you, not to exceed 20 pages. Acceptable samples 
include briefs, legal memoranda, legal opinions, and journal articles addressing legal topics.

39. Please provide the names and contact information for three attorneys and/or judges (or a combination 
thereof) who are in a position to comment upon your abilities.
Justin Kalmbach, ( 406) 883-1159
Judge James Manley, ( 406) 883-7250
Judge Deborah Kim Christopher, (406) 883-7360
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