




 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   

April 19, 2022 
 
 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission  
Office of Court Administrator  
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-203005 
 

RE:   Kathryn McEnery   
    
Dear Judicial Committee: 
 
I am writing this letter of reference on behalf of Kathryn McEnery for consideration for 
appointment as the Twentieth Judicial District Judge, created by the retirement of the 
Honorable Judge Manley.   
 
As a preliminary matter, I am Paul Ryan, born and raised in Missoula, Montana.  My 
formal education consists of a Business Administration degree from the University of 
Montana in 1988, and a Juris Doctorate from Gonzaga School of Law in 1993.  I worked 
for Boeing Commercial Airlines in Seattle prior to entering Law School.  I was a partner 
and owner of the law firm of Datsopoulos, MacDonald and Lind in Missoula.  I was with 
this firm for 14 years.  In 2007, I opened my own law firm and practice in the area of 
Civil and Criminal litigation, while continuing to reside in Missoula.  I also act as a 
Justice of the Peace and handle criminal and civil matters as a Judge in the Missoula 
community.  During my years of practice I have had the opportunity to work closely with 
many practicing attorneys in the State of Montana, including Kathryn McEnery.     
 
I have known Kathryn for several years, during that time, I have had the opportunity to 
observe her character traits and her work habits.   With this background, I feel qualified 
to have objective opinions concerning her character and potential capabilities. 
 
Kathryn has worked very hard, most recently as the County Attorney in Powell County. 
She is a talented lawyer and has committed herself to a career in the legal profession.  
She is honest, ethical, thorough and professional in all aspects of her personal and 
professional life.  In addition to her work skills she has an incredibly likeable personality.  
She is very well rounded, stable, and responsible. In addition to her hard work ethic and 
intellect she is extremely thoughtful.  She is not hindered by any negative habits.  Her 
reputation, throughout the community, is that she is honest, fair and diligent in her work.   
She can be tough when she needs to be, yet balances that toughness with the empathy 
and fairness to properly deal with all issues of a case.   
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I have been litigating both civil and criminal cases for over 29 years in various Montana 
Courts, I am in Court almost every day, often multiple times a day.  I have taken the 
time to analyze what I believe the characteristics of an effective and quality Judge.  I 
believe Kathryn exceeds all the requirements necessary to be a fair, competent and 
impartial Judge.  She has the proper temperament and superior legal skills to be a very 
good Judge.  She is a long time Montana resident and is fully in touch with the issues in 
this State.   
 
I hope you will consider all the above information and many other factors, in making 
your decision.  I without hesitation believe Kathryn has the characteristics, 
professionalism and personality traits that should afford her the opportunity to be 
considered a strong candidate for appointment as the Twentieth Judicial District Judge 
opening.    
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
      Sincerely,  
 

PAUL RYAN & ASSOCIATES, PLLC  
 
 
 
Paul T. Ryan 

 
 
PTR/lk 



From: Long Law Office, P.C.
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter of Support for Kathryn McEnery
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2022 11:17:07 AM

To whom it concerns:
 
I had occasion to represent clients in CPS cases in which Kathryn was attorney for other
involved parties and also at least a couple cases wherein Kathryn represented Hot Springs. I
found her to be sharp, good natured and professional in all instances. She appeared to enjoy
being an attorney and solving legal problems for her clients. She would be an asset to the
bench and a worthy successor to Judge Manley.    
 
Robert J. Long
Long Law Office P.C.
201 4th Ave. E.
Polson, MT 59860
883-1363
 

mailto:longlaw@centurytel.net
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From: Beth Morgenstern
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Public comment on Katheryn McEnery
Date: Friday, April 22, 2022 2:57:39 PM

                                                                                                         PO Box 1735                    
                                                                               Trout Creek, Montana. 59874

April 22, 2022

Dear Governor and Juducial Committee:

I have known Katheryn McEnery for many years. Though we had only casual contact early
on, as my daughter babysat for her daughter, we later reconnected at the Flathead County
Courthouse; I am a Court Appointed Special Advocate for children who have been removed
from their parents due to abuse and neglect; she, as a new lawyer,  was involved in a DN
case.

A special warm, cousin-like friendship ensued; Kathy and I travel to see each other and have
spent many weekends together and long sessions on the phone.

Kathy is one of the most community oriented, thoughtful  people I’ve ever know. She takes
her work very seriously, cares about all of the people around her,  and she deeply values
Montana.  She is first in line to volunteer for community based projects and is an active
participant in countless activities.  She is physically active, healthy and strong.  Her mind is
wide-open; she is a good listener and a broad thinker.

A judge who truly understands life in her community would be very valuable to that
community’s citizens.This is why I write this letter in support of my friend, Katheryn
McEnery,

     Sincerely,
      Beth Morgenstern 
-- 

Beth
Beth Morgenstern

mailto:bethmorgenstern@gmail.com
mailto:NominateJudges@mt.gov


From: rmannix
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Nominee
Date: Monday, April 25, 2022 7:53:01 PM
Importance: High

To the Honorable Governor Greg Gianforte:

I have know Kathryn McEnery since she became the
Powell County Attorney & believe she would be a fair
and impartial judge who would always uphold the law.

Thank you for your consideration.

Ralph E Mannix JR

mailto:rmannix@blackfoot.net
mailto:NominateJudges@mt.gov


From: Doug Crachy
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Kathryn McEnery judge appointment
Date: Tuesday, April 26, 2022 1:28:38 PM

Kathryn McEnery has applied for a judge appointment in lake/Sanders county.  I think she has
the experience to handle the job.  She has learned a lot as county Attorney the last few years.  

Doug Crachy
Powell county commissioner

mailto:dougcrachy@gmail.com
mailto:NominateJudges@mt.gov


From: Paul Stelter
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Kathryn McEnery
Date: Tuesday, April 26, 2022 5:16:22 PM

I’ve known Catherine for 20 years. She was the city attorney for Hot Springs when I was on city council. She was
fair approachable and consistent in her decisions.She has the experience in the private section also the public (city,
county ). She has experience working with government agencies ,working both both sides of the aisle , prosecution
and defense. In my opinion she would be a judge one would be proud of
.                                                                                             Paul Stelter

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:kalispaul1@gmail.com
mailto:NominateJudges@mt.gov




John Rhodes 
7265 Old Grant Creek Road 
Missoula, Montana 59808 

 
May 1, 2022 

 
Governor Greg Gianforte      VIA EMAIL ONLY 
nominatejudges@mt.gov 
 
Governor Gianforte: 
 
I urge you to nominate Kathryn McEnery for District Court Judge for the Twentieth 
Judicial District (Lake and Sanders County).  I have known Kathy since shortly after 
she became County Attorney for Powell County.   
 
To introduce myself, I am a federal public defender in Missoula, where for over 
twenty years, I have represented federally criminal accused individuals in dozens of 
trials and hundreds of appeals.  Before I became a public defender, I worked for 
Dorsey & Whitney for a little over four years.  I typically appear in court every week, 
sometimes nearly every day.  Montana is blessed to have high-quality federal judges.  
Those judges have shown me the qualities that make a great trial judge. 
 
Kathy is hard-working, fair, conscientious, reasonable, smart, and judicious.  Her 
breadth of personal and professional experience perfectly suits her for being a district 
court judge.  In private and public practice, she has litigated the exact cases a district 
court judge adjudicates.  Borrowing a political phrase, she has represented parties 
on both sides of the aisle.  That experience is particularly important today to maintain 
the integrity of the judicial process, which is fundamental to the rule of law and 
thriving and respectful communities.   
 
I know how serious Kathy takes public service. She cares.  Professionally and 
personally, she is community oriented, as demonstrated by her volunteer work and 
community focused personal life.   
 
Her work ethic shines.  And that same work ethic will help her “move the docket,” 
a necessary aspect of being a successful trial judge.   

mailto:nominatejudges@mt.gov


Kathy’s intellect will serve Lake and Sanders County well.  She has litigated both 
complex civil and criminal cases, which is crucial experience for being a successful 
district court judge.    
 
Kathy’s temperament is perfect for a judge.  She is calm, contemplative, reflective 
and articulate, while willing to make tough decisions.  She will treat all litigants with 
the respect and humanity that our legal system requires to maintain its integrity.   
 
Thank you for your public service.  I highly respect your commitment to Montana 
and the work you are doing. 
 
Please nominate Kathryn McEnery for District Court Judge for the Twentieth 
Judicial District (Lake and Sanders County).   
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

               /John Rhodes/ 
 

         John Rhodes 
 
 



From: Kathleen Jenks
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 20th Judicial District Court applicants
Date: Sunday, May 1, 2022 6:59:16 PM

Dear Governor Gianforte:

 

I am writing to express my thoughts on the upcoming appointment to fill the vacancy in the
Twentieth Judicial District Court.  It is important for Judges to have a wide legal background
before taking the bench.  The best candidate should have experience with both prosecution and
defense, and both criminal and civil law.  In my experience, a judge must be able to
understand both sides of an argument and must understand the perspective of both sides.  Just
as the least effective attorney is the one who has spent their career only advocating for one
side, the most effective judge has a background on all sides.

 

In looking at the candidates for this position, the candidate with the broadest legal background
as well as the support of bar members from the most diverse backgrounds is Kathyrn
McEnery.  I would encourage her appointment. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.

 

Judge Kathleen Jenks, Missoula Municipal Court, Retired.

mailto:jenkslaw@me.com
mailto:NominateJudges@mt.gov


May 3, 2022 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620 

RE: Kathryn McEnery Nomination 

Dear Judicial Committee, 

We are writing to give our support to Kathryn McEnery for 
appointment as the Twentieth Judicial District Judge. 

We ranch in the Hot Springs valley and have gotten to know 
Kathryn on a personal level for about the last 4 years. We have 
always found her to be honest, fair and considerate. These are 
characteristics that we feel would carry well into a position as 
a judge. We feel that she would rule in an impartial manner. 

We hope you will consider her for the position of District 
Judge. 

Sincerely, 

Chuck and Terry Stephens 

 

Chuck and Terry Stephens 
93 Roosma Rd. 

Hot Springs, MT 59845 

 
 





Debra J. Achatz 
21 Dead End Rd 
Trout Creek, MT 59874 
406-827-3973 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Governor Greg Gianforte 
Sent via email only 
nominatejudges@mt.gov 
 
May 5, 2022 
 
Re: Kathryn McEnery, Candidate for District Court Judge, 20th Judicial District  
 
 
Governor Gianforte: 
 
It is with great pleasure that I contact your office regarding Kathryn McEnery. Kathryn and I 
have been acquaintances for approximately ten years. I had the pleasure of working with her on 
several projects during her time in private practice in Sanders County and as Hot Springs City 
Attorney. 
 
Although mostly retired now, I was a legal assistant for over twenty years, a Certified Montana 
Mediator for twelve, and served as substitute Justice Court Justice of the Peace (under the Hon. 
Donald Strine) for four years. 
  
While doing work for and with Kathryn, I found her to be a very bright, pleasant person. She 
exhibited a good listening ear; a quality extremely necessary for being a just and fair judge.  
 
 I also found Kathryn to be detail oriented and very organized, creating a work product that is 
precise and thorough. 
 
Without hesitation, I offer my support for this very qualified nominee. Kathryn would be an 
excellent addition to the Montana Judiciary process.  
 
Most Sincerely, 
 
 
Debra J. Achatz 

mailto:nominatejudges@mt.gov




P .  O .  B O X  9 9 ,  1 0 8  F U L T O N  S T R E E T  •  T H O M P S O N  F A L L S ,  M O N T A N A  •  5 9 8 7 3 - 0 0 9 9  
P H O N E :  ( 4 0 6 )  8 2 7 - 3 5 5 7  •  F A X :  ( 4 0 6 )  8 2 7 - 3 0 9 0  

T F L 3 5 5 7 @ B L A C K F O O T . N E T  
 

City of Thompson Falls 

 
Mayor         Ward I   Ward II  Ward III 
Mark Sheets      Larry Lack                        Katherine Maudrone     Hayley Allen-Blakney 
                               Raoul Ribeiro         Earlene Powell          Shawni Vaught 
 
 

May 9, 2022 

Honorable Greg Gianforte 

Governor State of Montana 

 

RE: Appointment of Kathryn McEnery to 20th Judicial District Court Judge 

 

Katheryn was the City Attorney for the City of Thompson Falls when I was appointed Mayor. In my time 
working with her, she always treated the public in a very professional manner. She always maintained a 
calm demeanor, even in some very stressful situations. Kathryn treated everyone with respect, both the 
City employees and the public she prosecuted in City Court. 

I would recommend Kathryn to be appointed Judge of the 20th Judicial District Court. She has all the 
attributes of a good judge. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Sheets 

Mayor of Thompson Falls 
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