












From: Valerie Borgmann
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Friday, April 29, 2022 11:12:08 AM

My name is Valerie Borgmann and I worked for Sanders County Justice Court for 29 years
until my retirement in 2017.  I read the story in the Sanders County Ledger about submitting
letters of support for the judge vacancy in the 20th Judicial District. 

My support is unwavering for Benjamin Anciaux.  I no longer remember the specifics, but I do
remember Mr. Anciaux was the attorney for a case before our court and although our
interactions were short term, his professionalism was noteworthy.  He and I were introduced
and each time we spoke he addressed me by name.  This may seem insignificant, but he was
the only attorney I worked with on a temporary basis who showed me this courtesy.  I was
grateful for this simple act of respect and kindness.  Court matters are often high pressure and
I was impressed with his diligence.      

There are many changes happening throughout our state and indeed our country and these are
particularly trying times.  I believe Mr. Anciaux has the integrity and the dedication to law that
will be of benefit to the 20th Judicial District.  Strength of moral character combined with
wisdom and patience are essential qualifications for any judge and I believe Mr. Anciaux
possesses those qualities and would be an asset not only to the 20th Judicial District, but to the
State of Montana.

Respectfully Submitted,

Valerie Borgmann

mailto:valerieborgmann@gmail.com
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April 29, 2022 
 
Governor Gianforte 
% Hannah Slusser 
Governor’s Office 
PO Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620-0801 
 
Dear Governor Gianforte, 
I write to you today in support of appointing Benjamin R. Anciaux, Esq., of Polson, MT., to the 
judgeship of the 20th Judicial District Court of Montana. 
 
As his close friend for almost 40 years, I can say with confidence that I believe he has the proper 
judicial temperament for the position: Ben is, without question, a man of integrity, diligence, 
steadfastness, open-mindedness, firmness, and clear-headed realism. 
 
Over the years, I have come to know Ben as someone with a keen ability for understanding 
both verbal and non-verbal cues in others--an essential skill for any lawyer, as well as any judge. 
His intellect is formidable, and his adeptness with ideas and concepts (both legal and non-legal) 
is undeniable. His critical thinking skills are unmatched. He communicates with clear and 
concise language that cuts right to the point and is broadly comprehensible without ever being 
unnecessarily technical. When Ben speaks, he speaks with the sort of honesty and directness 
we expect of our public servants in Montana.  
 
As a man of integrity, Ben exemplifies honesty in all that he does and displays a strong moral 
compass in every aspect of his life. He works hard, loves his family dearly, and has spent his 
adult life dedicated to the betterment of his community. His wife Laura is as fine a person as he 
is, and their marriage has always exemplified dedication: to their three children, their extended 
family, and to their community and the state of Montana as a whole.  
 
Unique amongst many judges, Ben has worked on both sides of the legal profession, beginning 
as a Deputy County Attorney in Richland County, then in private practice and as a contracted 
public defender in Lake County and currently as a Deputy Lake County prosecutor. In addition, 
he has dedicated legal services more broadly, with activities such as serving on the state’s 
medical malpractice board and working with tribal courts. 
 
I can think of no more well-suited individual for a judgeship on the 20th Judicial District of 
Montana than my dear friend Benjamin. I humbly request that he receives your full 
consideration for this appointment, as it is a position for which he is most suited by his intellect, 
temperament, and experience. 

Sincerely, 

Betty M Kijewski 

PO Box 80, Dayton, MT 59914 



From: karlellen@ronan.net
To: Slusser, Hannah
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Ben
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 12:31:25 PM

My name is Ellen R. Kaphammer, I live in Ronan and serve on the city
council. Ben is our Ronan city attorney, and has worked hard for the
City of Ronan, he is honestly the attorney we have had. I also know Ben
as a defense attorney, and prosecutor, he has a great deal of experience
in several areas and I feel he would serve well as district judge in
Lake county. Ben has my full support.
Ellen R. Kaphammer
116 3rd Ave S.E. Ronan, Mt. 59864
406-676-8666
406-291-0948

mailto:karlellen@ronan.net
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