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APPLICATION FOR  
 

DISTRICT COURT JUDGESHIP 
     

A. PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
1. Full name.  
 
2. Birthdate.  
 
3. Current home address.  
 
4.  Email address.  
 
5. Preferred phone number. 
 
6.  Judicial position you are applying for.  
 
7.  Date you became a U.S. citizen, if different than birthdate. 
 
8. Date you become a Montana resident. 
 
 

B. EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
 
9. List the names and location (city, state) of schools attended beginning with high school, and the 

date and type of degree you received.  
          
10. List any significant academic and extracurricular activities, scholarships, awards, or other 

recognition you received from each college and law school you attended. 
 
  

C. LEGAL AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
11. In chronological order (beginning with most recent), state each position you have held since your 

graduation from law school. Include the dates, names and addresses of law firms, businesses, or 
governmental agencies with which you have been affiliated, and your position. Include the dates 
of any periods of self-employment and the name and address of your office.  

 
12. In chronological order (beginning with most recent), list your admissions to state and federal 

courts, state bar associations, and administrative bodies having special admission requirements 
and the date of admission. If any of your admissions have terminated, indicate the date and 
reason for termination.  
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13. Describe your typical legal areas of concentration during the past ten years and the approximate 

percentage each constitutes of your total practice (i.e., real estate, water rights, civil litigation, 
criminal litigation, family law, trusts and estates, contract drafting, corporate law, employment 
law, alternative dispute resolution, etc). 

 
14. Describe any unique aspects of your law practice, such as teaching, lobbying, serving as a 

mediator or arbitrator, etc. (exclude bar activities or public office).  
 
15. Describe the extent that your legal practice during the past ten years has included participation 

and appearances in state and federal court proceedings, administrative proceedings, and 
arbitration proceedings.     

 
16. If you have appeared before the Montana Supreme Court within the last ten years (including 

submission of amicus briefs), state the citation for a reported case and the case number and 
caption for any unreported cases.   

 
17. Describe three of the most important, challenging, or complex legal issues you have dealt with or 

legal proceedings in which you have participated during your practice.  
 
18. If you have authored and published any legal books or articles, provide the name of the article or 

book, and a citation or publication information.  
 
19. If you have taught on legal issues at postsecondary educational institutions or continuing legal 

education seminars during the past ten years, provide the title of the presentation, date, and group 
to which you spoke.  

 
20. Describe your pro bono services and the number of pro bono hours of service you have reported 

to the Montana Bar Association for each of the past five years.  
 
21. Describe dates and titles of any offices, committee membership, or other positions of 

responsibility you have had in the Montana State Bar, other state bars, or other legal professional 
societies of which you have been a member and the dates of your involvement.  These activities 
are limited to matters related to the legal profession. 

 
22. Identify any service in the U.S. Military, including dates of service, branch of service, rank or 

rate, and type of discharge received. 
 
23.  If you have had prior judicial or quasi-judicial experience, describe the position, dates, and 

approximate number and nature of cases you have handled. 
 
24. Describe any additional business, agricultural, occupational, or professional experience (other 

than legal) that could assist you in serving as a judge.   
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D. COMMUNITY AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
 
25. List any civic, charitable, or professional organizations, other than bar associations and legal 

professional societies, of which you have been a member, officer, or director during the last ten 
years. State the title and date of any office that you have held in each organization and briefly 
describe your activities in the organization and include any honors, awards or recognition you 
have received. 

 
26. List chronologically (beginning with the most recent) any public offices you have held, including 

the terms of service and whether such positions were elected or appointed. Also state 
chronologically any unsuccessful candidacies you have had for elective office or unsuccessful 
nominations for appointed office.  

 
 

E. PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS 
 
27. Have you ever been publicly disciplined for a breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct 

(including Rule 11 violations) by any court, administrative agency, bar association, or other 
professional group? If so, provide the details. 

 
28. Have you ever been found guilty of contempt of court or sanctioned by any court for any reason? 

If so, provide the details. 
 
29. Have you ever been arrested or convicted of a violation of any federal law, state law, or county 

or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, provide the details. Do not include traffic 
violations unless they also included a jail sentence. 

 
30. Have you ever been found liable in any civil proceedings for damages or other legal or equitable 

relief, other than marriage dissolution proceedings? If so, provide the citation of a reported case 
or court and case number for any unreported case and the year the proceeding was initiated (if 
not included in the case number). 

 
31. Is there any circumstance or event in your personal or professional life that, if brought to the 

attention of the Governor or Montana Supreme Court, would affect adversely your qualifications 
to serve on the court for which you have applied? If so, provide the details. 

 
 

F. BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 
32. Are you currently an owner, officer, director, or otherwise engaged in the management of any 

business other than a law practice? If so, please provide the name and locations of the business 
and the nature of your affiliation, and state whether you intend to continue the affiliation if you 
are appointed as a judge.   

 
33. Have you timely filed appropriate tax returns and paid taxes reported thereon as required by 

federal, state, local and other government authorities? If not, please explain. 
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34.  Have you, your spouse, or any corporation or business entity of which you owned more than 

25% ever filed under title 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code?  If so, give details.  
 
 

G.  JUDICIAL PHILOSOPHY 
 
35. State the reasons why you are seeking office as a district court judge. 
  
36. What three qualities do you believe to be most important in a good district court judge? 
 
37. What is your philosophy regarding the interpretation and application of statutes and the 

Constitution? 
 
 

H.  MISCELLANEOUS 
 
38. Attach a writing sample authored entirely by you, not to exceed 20 pages. Acceptable samples 

include briefs, legal memoranda, legal opinions, and journal articles addressing legal topics.  
 
39.  Please provide the names and contact information for three attorneys and/or judges (or a 

combination thereof) who are in a position to comment upon your abilities. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPLICANT 
 

I hereby state that to the best of my knowledge the answers to all questions contained in my application 
are true. By submitting this application I am consenting to investigation and verification of any 
information listed in my application and I authorize a state bar association or any of its committees, any 
professional disciplinary office or committee, educational institutions I have attended, any references 
furnished by me, employers, business and professional associates, law enforcement agencies, all 
governmental agencies and instrumentalities and all other public or private agencies or persons 
maintaining records pertaining to my citizenship, residency, age, credit, taxes, education, employment, 
civil litigation, criminal litigation, law enforcement investigation, admission to the practice of law, 
service in the U. S. Armed Forces, or disciplinary history to release to the Office of the Governor of 
Montana or its agent(s) any information, files, records, or reports requested in connection with any 
consideration of me as a possible nominee for appointment to judicial office. 
 

I further understand that the submission of this application expresses my willingness to accept 
appointment as District Court Judge if tendered by the Governor, and my willingness to abide by the 
Montana Code of Judicial Conduct and other applicable Montana laws (including the financial 
disclosure requirements of MCA § 2-2-106). 
 
 
              
 (Date)     (Signature of Applicant) 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 
A signed original and an electronic copy of your application and writing sample must be submitted by 

5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 13, 2021 
 
Mail the signed original to: 
 
Hannah Slusser 
Governor’s Office  
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620-0801 
 
Send the electronic copy to: hannah.slusser@mt.gov 
 


