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 Afton.Ball@moultonbellingham.com 
  

 
November 13, 2021 

 
 
Office of the Governor 
Attn: Hannah Slusser 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT  59620 
nominatejudges@mt.gov 
 
 
 Re: Charles Brent Brooks, Applicant for the Thirteenth Judicial District Judgeship 
 
Dear Hannah Slusser, 
 
 Having the pleasure of knowing and working with Brent Brooks for more than eight years, 
I would like to recommend him to your office for the Judicial Vacancy of the Thirteenth Judicial 
District, Yellowstone County. 
 

I met Brent early in my career, when he was the City Attorney of Billings.  I have found 
him to be a valuable resource and mentor for me in my practice.  His knowledgeable advice, legal 
reasoning, and detailed analysis have been incredibly beneficial when collaborating on a case or 
when I have been seeking a second opinion on another matter.   

 
More than that, Brent is a class act.  He has always demonstrated the kind of temperament 

a litigation attorney wishes to see in a judge: patient, thoughtful, considerate, and decisive, and 
appreciative of a little humor. 

 
 I hope you strongly consider Brent for the vacancy.  He would be a great addition to the 

bench. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
       MOULTON BELLINGHAM PC 
 
 
       By ___Afton E. Ball____________ 
         
 
 
 
 



Gina Dahl 
Billings City Attorney 

Billings, MT 59101 
 

 
Office of the Governor 
Attn: Hannah Slusser 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
Re: Application of Charles Brentley Brooks (Brent Brooks) for District Judge of the Thirteenth Judicial 
District  
 
Please accept my comments regarding the application of Brent Brooks for the appointment of District 
Court Judge in the 13th Judicial District. 
 
I have only had the honor of knowing Brent Brooks for about five years but in that time, I have learned 
much about his character. I worked closely with Brent for almost four years before he retired from the 
Billings City Attorney’s office. He taught me much during this time and I learned many valuable lessons 
from him. 
 
Brent is extremely knowledgeable about the law and has an amazing memory that astounds almost 
everyone who has worked with him. As a City Attorney, it is important to be well-informed in various 
areas of the law, even the most esoteric topics one wouldn’t expect to come up in the practice of a 
municipal attorney. Brent has an impressive collection of knowledge as well as a thorough 
understanding of areas of the law that many attorneys will never approach in their careers. 
 
He is one of the most thorough attorneys I have ever known and never acts without careful 
consideration. My observations of his behavior have confirmed he has the utmost respect for others 
regardless of their stature in life. These qualities along with his professionalism prove he has the 
temperament to be an excellent judge. 
 
Brent has had a lengthy career as a public servant, first as a law clerk for Judge Battin, then as a Deputy 
Yellowstone County Attorney, followed by his 22 years as Billings’ City Attorney. His experience with 
both civil and criminal practice make him well suited for the bench. His career path has shown his 
dedication to the community and his desire to serve that community. Brent has the intelligence and 
skills necessary to be an effective District Court Judge and this community would be well-served by more 
judges with the qualifications Brent possesses. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gina Dahl 
Billings City Attorney 
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Slusser, Hannah

From: Ryan M. Sullivan <sullivan.ryan@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, November 13, 2021 11:21 PM
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Application of Charles Brentley Brooks

November 13, 2021 

Governor Greg Gianforte 

Judicial Advisory Committee 

Office of the Governor 

Attn: Hanna Slusser 

PO Box 200801 

Helena, MT 59620 

  

  

Re: Application of Charles Brentley Brooks 

  

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing in favor of an appointment for Mr. Brent Brooks for District Court Judge of the Thirteenth Judicial District in 
Yellowstone County, Montana.   I worked with Mr. Brooks when I was a member of the Billings City Council (2016-
2018), and I can tell you that he is incredibly fair, even tempered, and well versed in the law, and would make a fantastic 
addition to the bench. 

What makes Mr. Brooks stand out from the field of candidates is his depth and breadth of knowledge, acquired over the 
years from his experiences with the City of Billings.  Managing the largest city in Montana’s legal department meant Mr. 
Brooks not only had to navigate a busy and difficult municipal caseload, but he also had to represent the City in several 
high-profile civil suits, and then also work with a diverse group of council members to provide the very best, well 
researched, and unbiased legal advice possible.  Given that there were several hot button topics on a council that, in my 
two years, was ideologically homogeneous, you can only imagine the work that Mr. Brooks has given to the city during 
his tenure with the City of Billings. 

Mr. Brooks will be an excellent addition to the bench, and his forty years of service to the State of Montana, Yellowstone 
County, the City of Billings, and a multitude of charitable causes, prove that he's a winner and looking out for what's best 
in his community.  Choosing him for the bench will put an excellent community leader and jurist in a role where he will 
not disappoint. 

Thank you for your consideration of my recommendation. If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me 
at any time. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Ryan M Sullivan,  PE 
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Former Councilmember 

Billings City Council 







Gina Dahl 
Billings City Attorney 

Billings, MT 59101 
 

 
Office of the Governor 
Attn: Hannah Slusser 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
Re: Application of Charles Brentley Brooks (Brent Brooks) for District Judge of the Thirteenth Judicial 
District  
 
Please accept my comments regarding the application of Brent Brooks for the appointment of District 
Court Judge in the 13th Judicial District. 
 
I have only had the honor of knowing Brent Brooks for about five years but in that time, I have learned 
much about his character. I worked closely with Brent for almost four years before he retired from the 
Billings City Attorney’s office. He taught me much during this time and I learned many valuable lessons 
from him. 
 
Brent is extremely knowledgeable about the law and has an amazing memory that astounds almost 
everyone who has worked with him. As a City Attorney, it is important to be well-informed in various 
areas of the law, even the most esoteric topics one wouldn’t expect to come up in the practice of a 
municipal attorney. Brent has an impressive collection of knowledge as well as a thorough 
understanding of areas of the law that many attorneys will never approach in their careers. 
 
He is one of the most thorough attorneys I have ever known and never acts without careful 
consideration. My observations of his behavior have confirmed he has the utmost respect for others 
regardless of their stature in life. These qualities along with his professionalism prove he has the 
temperament to be an excellent judge. 
 
Brent has had a lengthy career as a public servant, first as a law clerk for Judge Battin, then as a Deputy 
Yellowstone County Attorney, followed by his 22 years as Billings’ City Attorney. His experience with 
both civil and criminal practice make him well suited for the bench. His career path has shown his 
dedication to the community and his desire to serve that community. Brent has the intelligence and 
skills necessary to be an effective District Court Judge and this community would be well-served by more 
judges with the qualifications Brent possesses. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gina Dahl 
Billings City Attorney 
 
 
 



SCARLETT & CROLL, P.A. 
 

Attorneys  At  Law 

su ite  600 

201  north charles street 

balt imore ,  maryland 21201 -4110 
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November 10, 2021 

 
Nominate Judges 
ATTN:  Hannah Slusser 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT  59620 
 
 Re: Charles Brently Brooks 
 
Dear Ms. Susser: 
 
 Please consider this a letter of recommendation on behalf of Charles Brentley Brooks’ 
application to be a Judge with the Thirteenth Judicial District Court.  Please also consider this letter 
the highest recommendation that I can give to an individual for this position.   
 
 I have known and worked closely with Mr. Brooks for well over a decade.  We both 
volunteer our time to provide legal services and advice to the National Ski Patrol System, Inc. 
(“NSP”), a non-profit corporation.  The NSP is the preeminent education organization training ski 
patrollers throughout our country.  NSP is composed of approximately 32,000 individuals who 
provide first responder medical care for skiers and boarders who are injured at ski areas throughout 
the country.  It is also the only civil organization that has formed a division of the US Army, being 
the 10th Mountain Division, which fought in the Italian Alps during World War 2.  For the 
organization’s service to the American public, the United States Congress awarded NSP a federal 
charter making it one of the very few national charters corporations in the country.   
 
 For the past 12 years Mr. Brooks and I have been on the Legal Committee guiding this 
organization on legal matters.  The NSP Legal Committee is made up of about 12 lawyers from 
though out the county who volunteer their time and skills to help legally guide the NSP.  I was the 
National Legal Advisor and Mr. Brooks was an integral part of the Legal Committee.  Working 
together, Mr. Brooks and I, with the other members of the committee, successfully guided the NSP 
on numerous difficult legal matters.  What Mr. Brooks brought to this task and the Committee was 
his wealth of legal knowledge and, most important, his “common sense”.   
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It is simply an honor and a privilege to recommend Charles Brentley Brooks for Judge with 
the Thirteenth Judicial District Court. 
  

Very truly yours, 
 
      SCARLETT & CROLL, P.A. 
 
 
 
      Robert B. Scarlett 
 
 
 
 
RBS/akr 
 
cc:  Charles Brently Brooks, Esquire (via email) 
 
 













MOULTONBELLINGHAM 27 North 27th Street
Suite 1900

P. O. Box 2559

„ _ „ Billings, Montana 59103-2559
ATTORNEYS

Phone (406) 248-7731
^  „ T- Pax (406 248-7889
Gerry P. Pagan

Geriy.Fagan@inoultonbellingham.com

November 10, 2021

Submitted by email; nominateiudqes(a^mt.gov

Governor Greg Gianforte
Office of the Governor

Attn: Hannah Siussen

P.O. Box 200801

Helena, MI 59620-0801

Re: Thirteenth Judicial District Judgeship

Dear Governor Gianforte:

I am writing to you to comment on the application of Brent Brooks for the position
of District Court Judge for the Thirteenth Judicial District, Yellowstone County, Montana.
I  recommended Brent and urge you to consider his application strongly. Brent is well
suited to become a capable and reasoned Judge.

I have worked with and known Brent for over fifteen years in conjunction with his
duties as the City Attorney for the City of Billings. Brent accomplished much for the City
of Billings and served its citizens well. The City Attorney position was very challenging
and required a broad range of legal skills and knowledge. Brent also had to employ his
legal skills to serve a broad range of interested parties, from concerned citizens to City
Council members to City Administrative staff. He also had to organize and manage the
City Attorney Department. Brent is also unfailing polite and respectful to all, even in
difficult situations. Brent has also gained valuable experience in criminal law and in civil
law, including in private practice.

Brent's skills and experience will serve him well as a District Court judge. He is
extremely experienced and knowledgeable. Brent is an excellent choice for the position,
and his appointment would allow him to continue his long service to local citizens. I
respectfully urge you to consider Brent's application closely.

Sincerely,

MOULTON BELUNGHAM PC

By: - - . ,
Vice Presicfents^d Shareholder,
Moulton B&nnbb^ PC

A Professional Corporation ~ Attorneys at Law
www.MOULTONBELLINGHAM.COM
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November 10, 2021 

 
Nominate Judges 
ATTN:  Hannah Slusser 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT  59620 
 
 Re: Charles Brently Brooks 
 
Dear Ms. Susser: 
 
 Please consider this a letter of recommendation on behalf of Charles Brentley Brooks’ 
application to be a Judge with the Thirteenth Judicial District Court.  Please also consider this letter 
the highest recommendation that I can give to an individual for this position.   
 
 I have known and worked closely with Mr. Brooks for well over a decade.  We both 
volunteer our time to provide legal services and advice to the National Ski Patrol System, Inc. 
(“NSP”), a non-profit corporation.  The NSP is the preeminent education organization training ski 
patrollers throughout our country.  NSP is composed of approximately 32,000 individuals who 
provide first responder medical care for skiers and boarders who are injured at ski areas throughout 
the country.  It is also the only civil organization that has formed a division of the US Army, being 
the 10th Mountain Division, which fought in the Italian Alps during World War 2.  For the 
organization’s service to the American public, the United States Congress awarded NSP a federal 
charter making it one of the very few national charters corporations in the country.   
 
 For the past 12 years Mr. Brooks and I have been on the Legal Committee guiding this 
organization on legal matters.  The NSP Legal Committee is made up of about 12 lawyers from 
though out the county who volunteer their time and skills to help legally guide the NSP.  I was the 
National Legal Advisor and Mr. Brooks was an integral part of the Legal Committee.  Working 
together, Mr. Brooks and I, with the other members of the committee, successfully guided the NSP 
on numerous difficult legal matters.  What Mr. Brooks brought to this task and the Committee was 
his wealth of legal knowledge and, most important, his “common sense”.   
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It is simply an honor and a privilege to recommend Charles Brentley Brooks for Judge with 
the Thirteenth Judicial District Court. 
  

Very truly yours, 
 
      SCARLETT & CROLL, P.A. 
 
 
 
      Robert B. Scarlett 
 
 
 
 
RBS/akr 
 
cc:  Charles Brently Brooks, Esquire (via email) 
 
 



 

  Brent R. Cromley 
  Brent.Cromley@moultonbellingham.com 

 
November 4, 2021 
 
Office of the Governor 
Attn: Hannah Slusser 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT  59620 
 
Re:  Application of Charles Brently Brooks for District Judge, Thirteenth Judicial District 
 
 It is my pleasure to be able to add my comments to support the application of Brent 
Brooks for the upcoming vacant District Judge position in Yellowstone County. 
 
 I have known Brent as a fellow attorney for approximately forty years, since his 
beginning his law career by clerking for the Honorable James Battin, U.S. District Judge.  
Most recently, for the eight years I served on the Billings City Council, ending in 2020, I 
had the opportunity to work closely with Brent in his position as City Attorney.  Without 
hesitation it is my opinion that Brent has the qualities necessary to be a great trial judge.  
Brent knows Montana well, and he additionally has an evenness of temperament that will 
serve the citizens of Montana well on the bench.  
    
 Having practiced law in Montana for over fifty years, I have become familiar with 
the reputation of many Montana lawyers.  I know that Brent has continually enjoyed the 
reputation of being a skilled litigator and a lawyer with whom other lawyers are pleased 
to interact because of his honesty and trustworthiness. As City Attorney, Brent had the 
awesome responsibility of being beholden to many “bosses,” including the City 
Administrator, a City Council of eleven, and over 100,000 residents.  My observation is 
that Brent managed to be a skillful lawyer, an effective advocate, and a talented mediator.   
 
 It is important to note that Brent’s experience comes from his work in many various 
aspects of the law, including both civil and criminal. This is an essential requirement for 
an effective district judge.  
 
 Perhaps more important, however, is the fact that Brent displays intelligence, 
common sense, and compassion in all aspects of his life.  These are traits that will make 
him a credit to the Montana judiciary, and to the State of Montana as a whole.  I can think 
of very few persons who would be more qualified to be a Montana District Judge. 
 

Sincerely yours 
 
 
Brent R. Cromley 

 



 

  Brent R. Cromley 
  Brent.Cromley@moultonbellingham.com 

 
November 4, 2021 
 
Office of the Governor 
Attn: Hannah Slusser 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena, MT  59620 
 
Re:  Application of Charles Brently Brooks for District Judge, Thirteenth Judicial District 
 
 It is my pleasure to be able to add my comments to support the application of Brent 
Brooks for the upcoming vacant District Judge position in Yellowstone County. 
 
 I have known Brent as a fellow attorney for approximately forty years, since his 
beginning his law career by clerking for the Honorable James Battin, U.S. District Judge.  
Most recently, for the eight years I served on the Billings City Council, ending in 2020, I 
had the opportunity to work closely with Brent in his position as City Attorney.  Without 
hesitation it is my opinion that Brent has the qualities necessary to be a great trial judge.  
Brent knows Montana well, and he additionally has an evenness of temperament that will 
serve the citizens of Montana well on the bench.  
    
 Having practiced law in Montana for over fifty years, I have become familiar with 
the reputation of many Montana lawyers.  I know that Brent has continually enjoyed the 
reputation of being a skilled litigator and a lawyer with whom other lawyers are pleased 
to interact because of his honesty and trustworthiness. As City Attorney, Brent had the 
awesome responsibility of being beholden to many “bosses,” including the City 
Administrator, a City Council of eleven, and over 100,000 residents.  My observation is 
that Brent managed to be a skillful lawyer, an effective advocate, and a talented mediator.   
 
 It is important to note that Brent’s experience comes from his work in many various 
aspects of the law, including both civil and criminal. This is an essential requirement for 
an effective district judge.  
 
 Perhaps more important, however, is the fact that Brent displays intelligence, 
common sense, and compassion in all aspects of his life.  These are traits that will make 
him a credit to the Montana judiciary, and to the State of Montana as a whole.  I can think 
of very few persons who would be more qualified to be a Montana District Judge. 
 

Sincerely yours 
 
 
Brent R. Cromley 
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Slusser, Hannah

From: Marilyn & Richard Deines <rmdx4345@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:38 AM
To: NominateJudges
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Charles Brent Brooks (13th District Judge Applicants)

Dear Ms.Slusser, 
I am against the consideration of Mr. Brook's for the position of 13th District Judge due to his past performance as City 
Attorney in Billings Montana. 
 
I had an incident (7‐28‐2019) whereas a Tree Trimming Contractor had trespassed on my residential (rental) property 
with it's equipment and piling of debris. I was notified by neighbors of the incident and immediately went and ordered 
the Contractor and the adjacent property owner off my property,of which they refused to comply stating City ordinance 
allowed them to be there(this Ordinance doesn't exist)  After they refused to leave the property I called the Police,and 
took pictures to clearly show the continued trespass of both perpetrators, equipment, and debris.After a long response 
time, the Police arrived, but refused to cite the trespassers without a Warrant request form the City Attorney (Brooks).  I 
proceeded to request a Warrant (#2020‐55347) from Brooks but was told by his assistant Gina Dahl that because my 
property was NOT posted they could not proceed with the Warrant.I referred Dahl to  MCA 45‐6‐201, and MCA 45‐6‐203 
of Montana Codes that clearly explains when a simple trespass turns into a criminal charge and requested all the 
information and pictures be sent to Brooks for his review and why the reluctance to follow State Law. I NEVER received a 
response from Brooks .I received correspondence from Gina Dahl stating she felt even with all the photo's of the 
damage to my lawn and the debris pile in my backyard, she would have difficulty in convincing a jury that I actually 
ordered the Contractor and his Client off my property.  
Montana NEEDS people within OUR Judicial System that are cognisant of the Laws of Montana and can interpret them in 
the same intent as they are created, and I feel Brooks, from past experience, is NOT quite up to the task. 
I  have copies of ALL correspondence, pictures, police reports, involving this situation, and willing to discuss specifics if 
anyone is interested. 
 
Richard Deines 
1033 Ave C 
Billings, Mt   59102 
1‐406‐259‐2317   
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Brian L. Taylor
taylorb@hallevans. com
(406) 969-s237

October 18,202I

Nominate Judges
Attn: Hannah Slusser

PO Box 200801
Helena, MT 59620

SENT VIA EMAIL and REGULAR: nominateiudges@,mt.gov

Re: Charles Brent Brooks - Applicant for the Thirteenth Judicial District Judgeship
(Yellowstone County)

To Whom it May Concern:

Please accept this letter as my recommendation for Charles Brent Brooks (Brent Brooks)
for the Thirteenth Judicial District Judgeship (Yellowstone County). It is truly my privilege and
pleasure to recommend Brent Brooks for this open Judge position.

Since moving to Billings in January 2013, from Great Falls, it has been my pleasure to get
to know Brent Brooks both personally and professionally. Brent Brooks possess a professional
background that is ideally suited for the rigors and diversity of issues that a State District Court
Judge faces every day. First, he served as Judicial Law Clerk for Chief Judge Battin in the United
States District Court for the District of Montana for three (3) years. This provided a unique
opportunity to see a variety of different civil and criminal matters. This also allowed Brent Brooks
to experience firsthand what a Judge must handle every day.

Second, Brent Brooks served as a Deputy County Attorney for about fifteen (15) years in
Yellowstone County. Given that a large portion of the cases before a State District Court Judge
are criminal matters, this experience of handling criminal matters for that length of time is
invaluable to any Judge.

Brent Brooks also has experience with criminal matters from his time as the City Attorney
for Billings. However, it is also important to have experience in with civil matters. In this regard,
Brent Brooks served as the City Attomey for Billings for over twenty (20) years. That position
provided vast experience and exposure to civil matters. Those matters involved all sorts of civil
litigation against the City of Billings but also included advising the Mayor, City Council, City
Administrator and various City Departments. As one would expect, this included what can only
be described as high-profile issues and often involved contentious City Council meetings over
those years. As is often the case, no matter what the City Council and City Attorney decide or
recommend, there are many Citizens that disagree with those decision and many of those
individuals are less than polite in the voicing of their opinions. This is very similar to what a State
District Court Judge must deal with literally every day. Frankly, I often joked with Brent Brooks
that he had the worst legal job in the State for just these very reasons. While I joked about that,

175 North 27th Street
Suite 1101

Billings, MT 59101

P 406-969-5227
F 406-969-5233

www.hallevans.com
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October 18,2021
Page2 of2

the reality is that this provided Brent Brooks with exceptional background and perspective for
serving as a State District Court Judge.

Brent Brooks also has the added experience of practicing in Private Practice which
provided additional insight and experience to various legal issues and the challenges that face both
Judges and practicing attorneys.

These experiences have provided Brent Brooks with the legal and practical experiences to
serve as a State District Court Judge. On top of that, any effective Judge must have the proper
temperament for the position. Brent Brooks possess that temperament.

Therefore, it is truly my privilege and pleasure to submit this letter on his behalf. If you
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

HALL & EVANS LLC

Error! Unknown document property name.
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